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Temperatures averaged two to four

degrees above normal across the State

except in the northeast where they were

near normal. Scattered light precipita-

tion occurred at the beginning and end of

the week with amounts varying from traces

up to two-tenths of an inch.

GENERAL

Every district reported some precipi-

tation last week with the largest amounts

falling in the southern third of the

State, according to the Nebraska Agricul-

tural Statistics Service. Strong winds in

the Panhandle were causing erosion and the

ground to dry out and crust. Growers

report some sugar beets were lost and

would be replanted to dry beans. Moderate

to severe hail damage was reported in a

few counties in the Panhandle and north

central district. Fieldwork consisted of

planting corn, soybeans and sorghum;

cutting alfalfa hay; and cultivating.

Days suitable for fieldwork averaged 6.1.

In spite of the beneficial light

rains last week, topsoil moisture condi-

tions declined as winds increased evapora-

tion. Topsoil condition rated 78% short

and 22% adequate. Subsoil condition rated

90% short and 10% adequate. Last year,

topsoil moisture was 22% short, 73%

adequate and 5% surplus while subsoil

moisture was 30% short, 67% adequate and

3% surplus.

year's 62% and the 61% average. Streak

mosaic and Russian wheat aphids were

reported in the Panhandle and chinch bugs

were a problem in the southeast.

Corn planting was 97% complete

compared with 98% in 1988 and 95% average.

The crop was 83% emerged compared with 85%

last year and 73% average. Corn condition

rated 7% poor, 50% fair, 35% good and 8%

excellent. Some variable stands due to

dry soils were reported.

Sot@hum was 66% planted compared with

71% in 1988 and 57% average. The crop was

25% emerged compared with 41% last year

and 32% average.

Soybean planting, at 78%, is well

ahead of last year's 69% and the average

of 51%, even though some growers are

waiting for rain before planting. The

crop is 35% emerged compared with 42% in

1988 and 33% average. Soybean condition

was 2% very poor, 3% poor, 72% fair and

23% good. Bean leaf beetles were reported

in the east central area.

Alfalfa hay condition rated 7% very

poor, 35% poor, 43% fair and 15% good.

The first cutting was 15% complete com-

pared with 27% last year and 26% average.

Growers reported below average yields due

to the dry conditions. Some crown rot was

reported in the central part of the State.

Wild hay condition rated 3% very poor, 63%

poor, 33% fair and 1% good.

LIVESTOCK

CROPS

Winter wheat condition decllned

slightly last week to 20% very poor, 47%

poor, 31% fair, and 2% good. Last week's

moisture was beneficial to the wheat crop.

The crop was virtually all jointed com-

pared with 97% last year and 94% average.

Wheat headed, at 58%, was less than last

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

77% short and 23% adequate, slightly

improved over last week. Recent moisture

will promote pasture development, but most

areas will require much more moisture to

obtain adequate grazing this summer.

Producers in southern areas continue to

sell or move cattle because of the tight

feed supplies and poor pastures.

Total past week ..........

Total since April 1 ......

Normal since April 1 .....

Total as % of Normal .....

Precipitation, April 1 - May 26, 1989

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

.59 .06 .02 .21 .05 .48 .77 .59

2.74 1.71 1.83 2.47 2.14 2.79 2.98 2.54

4.33 4.97 5.69 5.43 6.16 4.42 5.15 6.12

63% 34% 32% 45% 35% 63% 58% 42%
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